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is good5 the government by him appointed is good. These are
to be conjoined, and not separated. It is a deformity to see the
Church of Christ, professing his gospel, to be governed by such
canons and customs as by which Antichrist did rule his syna-

gogue ...

Letter from Sampson, formerly Dean of Christ Church, to Lord
Ji, dated 8 March, 1573-4 ; Strype, Annals, III. p. 373.

9. Extracts from the First Admonition, 1572.

An  Admonition   to   the  Parliament.     A   view   of   popish

abuses yet remaining in the English Church for the which

godly ministers have refused to subscribe.

Whereas immediately after the  last parliament1 . . . the

ministers of God's holy word and sacraments were called before

her Majesty's High Commissioners, and enforced to subscribe

unto the articles, if they would keep their places and livings,

and some for refusing to subscribe were . . . removed : May it

please therefore this honourable and high court of parliament

... to take a view of such causes as then did withhold and now

doth the foresaid ministers from subscribing and consenting

unto those foresaid articles, by way of purgation to discharge

themselves of all disobedience towards the Church of God and

their sovereign, and by way of most humble entreaty for the

removing away ... of all such corruptions and abuses as with-

held them . . . Albeit, right honourable and dearly beloved, we

have at all times borne with that which we could not amend in

this book 2, and have used the same in our ministry, so far forth

as we might . . . yet now being compelled by subscription to

allovv the same and to confess it not to be against the word of

God in any point, but tolerable, we must needs say as followeth,

that this book is an unperfect book, culled and picked qut_ of

that popish^ dunghill the portuige and mass-book full of all

abominations.    For some  and many of the  contents therein

be such as are against the word of God . . .

Their pontifical, . . . whereby they consecrate bishops, make
ministers and deacons, is nothing else but a thing word for
word drawn out of the Pope's pontifical . . . ; and as the names

1 The parliament of 1571.                   a The Book of Common Prayer.